The Ancient Worlds of Asia
by being allowed to fill their mouths with gold, rubies or pearls. . . . Officers of the court were paid by the king according to their style of living. If they had estates of their own the revenues from these was taken into account, but regardless of this they received from six thousand to twelve thousand drachmae a month for expenses.
When one of the king's ministers or high dignitaries was honoured with a personal visit from the sovereign, he dated all his future letters from this event. For a certain period he was exempted from property tax and his horses and other equipage were marked with a special sign. A high police official came to his house every morning with three hundred horsemen and a hundred foot soldiers, and this detachment was stationed in front of his house until sunset. Whenever he went out he was preceded by the foot-soldiers and followed by the cavalry. The king was given presents by his host and, on leaving, was preceded by a swift horseman carrying a precious harness and a gilded saddle: this was the equipment which his host had put at his disposal during his stay. The honour of a personal visit from the sovereign brought lasting privileges to the host. No member of his family could be imprisoned for a felony and none of his servants could be condemned to death without his master's consent. The gifts he brought to the king at the New Year Festival (held at the Spring Solstice) and the Feast of Mithra were presented before all others. He had precedence in audiences and took his place on the right of the king even when accompanying him on horseback.
The king received gifts at these two annual festivals from the grandees of the empire and from his wealthier subjects. Each gave what he himself prized most: amber, musk, valuable clothing or other costly goods. Warriors gave horses or weapons, the rich gold or silver, the governors part of the excess revenue of their provinces. Poets recited verses composed for the occasion, orators pronounced speeches and those who shared the king's table brought a symbolic gift of first fruits. If one of the king's wives gave him a beautiful richly adorned slave girl this wife had a claim to be preferred above all the other wives in the harem. The king was obliged to give
96rds with conventional wishes such as
